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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554 

INRE 

Central Ohio Association Of 
Christian Broadcasters 

Must-Carry Complaint Regarding 
Qualified Low Power Television 
Station WOCB-CD, Marion, Ohio 

To: Office of the Secretary 
Attn: Chief, Media Bureau 

CSR-8754-M 
Docket No. 12-366 

CENTRAL OHIO ASSOCIATION OF CHRISTIAN BROADCASTERS 
RESPONSE TO TIME WARNER CABLE INC.'S OPPOSITION TO MUST 

CARRY COMPLAINT 

INTRODUCTION 

Central Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters ("COACB") by its President, 

David Aiken and its Vice President and General Manager responds to Time Warner Cable 

Inc. ("TWC") memorandum in opposition to COACB's must carry complaint by themselves 

instead of through counsel in the following statements. 

Congress approved Must Carry to promote localism but Time Warner has effectively 

blocked that intent by moving their head ends. Actually, there is nothing to prevent Time Warner 

from moving their principal head end for the State of Ohio outside the State of Ohio. They could 

designate their head end to be Charleston, South Carolina and practically no US station could 

1 



provide them with a suitable over the air signal. 

Before the consolidation of head ends, the signal ofthe COACB stations were carried on 

the cable systems in Kenton, Ohio; Ashley, Ohio; Johnstown, Ohio; as well as, Marion, Ohio 

and Delaware, Ohio. When the head end in Kenton, Ashley and Johnstown were moved, TWC 

dropped the signal of the COACB stations from those systems. 

I. THE TELEVISION STATION WOCB-CB ("WOCB") CAN PROVIDE A GOOD 
QUALITY SIGNAL TO THE SYSTEM HEADEND. 

The fact that TWC has already moved its head ends from Galion, Ohio; Bucyrus, Ohio; 

Kenton, Ohio; Richwood, Ohio; Ashley, Ohio; Johnstown, Ohio; Delaware, Ohio; Marysville, 

Ohio and Mt. Gilead, Ohio to Columbus, Ohio makes it much harder to deliver a signal 

of sufficient strength. However, the COACB is willing to pay for fiber carriage to the Columbus, 

Ohio head end for its signal to provide a good quality signal. TWC has six fibers inside the 

COACB transmitter room at 1280 North Main Street, Marion, Ohio. One fiber is already lit with 

30 meg of bandwidth and serves the New Knoxville Telephone Company, WDCM Radio 

Station, the internet needs of the COACB stations and the Golden Radio Group wireless internet 

system. A second fiber will serve the State of Ohio MARC's system. There are four (4) dark 

fibers and the COACB wishes to lease service on one of those to transport its signal to the Time 

Warner head end in Columbus. The COACB has tried for three (3) years without success to buy 

that service from TWC. We have been shuffled from department to department with each saying 

that they do not have authority to lease the service. We asked the FCC to require that Time 
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Warner Cable show cause why they refuse to sell that service to the COACB. 

The argument by Time Warner that carriage ofWOCB-CD/WXCB-CD in Marion and 

Delaware is a mute point is not correct because The Federal Bureau oflnvestigation contacted 

the COACB last year seeking to rent space on its Marion Transmitter Tower for their repeater. 

They said Time Warner informed them that the Time Warner tower in Marion was going to be 

torn down and they had to move their equipment. The FBI has now been using the COACB 

tower for a year. It seems that the Marion head end will also be moved to Columbus. We 

expressly ask the commission to insure that Time Warner is not allowed to move the Marion 

head end and drop the signal ofWOCB-CD/WXCB-CD. 

Our position is that Time Warner has already undermined or evaded the COACB's rights 

to must carry in Johnstown, Ohio; Kenton, Ohio; and Ashley, Ohio by moving its principal 

headend. We contend that 76.55 (pp) (2) prohibits that action as it states the following: 

(pp) Principal headend. (1) The headend, in the case of a cable system with a 
single headend or, (2) In the case of a cable system with more than one headend, the 
principal headend designated by the cable operator, except that such designation shall 
not undermine or evade the requirement of subpart D of this part. The designation of 
a principal headend shall be made by May 3, 1993, and each cable system shall place 
in its public file the location of its designated principal headend by June 17, 1993, as 
provided in Sec. 76.1708. Except for good cause, an operator may not change its 
choice of principal headend. 

II. WOCB DOES NOT HAVE TO INDEMNIFY TWC FOR COPYRIGHT 
LIABILITY 

Time Warner raised the question of copyright. It is generally accepted that copyright 
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protection extends thirty-five (35) miles from the transmitter location. The COACB simulcasts 

on all of its stations. It has transmitters in Marion, Ohio; Delaware, Ohio; Kenton, Ohio; and 

Columbus, Ohio. Therefore, copyright protection is provided to Time Warner for all points 

within thirty-five (35) miles of each of these transmitters which covers all the areas in question. 

III. ONLY COACB ADDRESSES THE LOCAL NEWS AND INFORMATIONAL 
NEEDS OF RESIDENTS IN THE COMMUNITIES IT SERVES IN WAYS FULL 
POWER STATIONS DO NOT. 

Programs Exclusive to COACB Stations 

Time Warner's statement that other full power stations provide for the needs of the 

people within the COACB service areas is not true. The COACB broadcasts 26.5 hours of local 

programs each week including local Churches that use COACB stations to air their services to 

home bound members. The COACB assists churches to serve their congregations by providing 

airtime at just $60.00 for a one-halfhour of$96.00 per hour. The COACB also provides 

technical assistance for Churches requesting it. 

COACB stations fill needs of people not addressed by any other stations. It provides 

special programs and services for the handicapped and the homebound. Walk through any 

nursing home, hospital, jail or prison in areas served by COACB and you will find them 

watching COACB stations. One program, Lights, Camera, Shop, is especially popular with those 

homebound and the handicapped. Carolyn Aiken, the host and purchasing agent for the show, is 

a licensed social worker that has worked many years with the elderly and handicapped. She 
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travels throughout Ohio, Michigan and Indiana seeking items for the show. Carolyn is very 

skillful in negotiating special pricing so items sold on the show are sold at prices not available 

any other place. To make it easier on the elderly, all items sold include sales tax. Many viewers 

report that 100% of their Christmas shopping last year was done via Lights, Camera, Shop and 

without this show they would not have done any Christmas shopping last year. 

Every January, the Martin Luther King celebration takes place in Studio A at the COACB 

corporate offices. Up to thirty (30) churches take part and up to five hundred (500) people 

attend. The service is broadcast live over all COACB stations. All radio, television stations and 

newspapers are invited to attend and broadcast the event. Other television stations covering the 

event usually devote forty ( 40) seconds to coverage. The COACB provides two (2) hours of 

coverage. Columbus television stations gave forty ( 40) seconds of news coverage to Buckeye 

Chuck, Ohio' s official groundhog, on February 2"d. COACB stations provided thirty (30) 

minutes of airtime for the event that drew hundreds of people on that very cold, snowy morning. 

Other Special Programs 

"The planes are in the air" was the message received on the first night of Desert Storm. 

Immediately, TV-39 broke into scheduled programming to have prayer for our soldiers heading 

to harms way. Pastors from local churches started showing up and calls started coming in by 

telephone. A new Program Prayer Line had been born. The program has aired Monday through 

Friday ever since. Every night our soldiers were remembered in prayer and not one local soldier 
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was lost during Desert Storm. Up to thirty (30) prayer requests come in by phone during the 

Prayer Line Program. 

Public Affairs 

The COACB prides itself in its public affairs programming. These programs are very 

informational and deal with a wide range of subjects that are important to our aging citizens. 

A few that have been aired are the following: Death and Dying, Hospice, Veteran Benefits, 

Veteran's Affairs, Foster Parents, Children Service, Crimes against the elderly, Sheriff 

Department and Recovering from Addiction. 

Public Affairs also cover local parades, fairs, and special events. No other station covers 

any of these for more than 40 second segments. The COACB allocates broadcast time 

Needed to properly cover the events. 

The first Saturday in December the community turns out for the Peanut Push where 

contestants push a peanut across Main Street in Marion, Ohio using only their nose. COACB 

stations carry the Peanut Push, but no other stations do. 

WHEREFORE, the COACB respectfully requests that the FCC grant permission for 

WOCB-CD to deliver its signal to Time Warner via fiber and Time Warner be forced to accept 

WOCB-CD as a Must Carry Station. QJ «. ~ 
David Aiken, President of Central Ohio 
Association of Christian Broadcasters 
Central Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters 
1282 N. Main Street 
Marion, OH 43302 
740-383-1794 
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nailien Aiken, Vice President and General 
Manager of Central Ohio Association of Christian 
Broadcasters 
Central Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters 
1282 N. Main St. 
Marion, Ohio 43302 
740-383-1794 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

We, David Aiken, President of Central Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters and 

Jonathen Aiken, Manager of Central Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters, certify that a 

true copy of the foregoing document was delivered via regular mail to the following: 

Arthur H. Harding and Craig A. Gilley, Attorneys for Time Warner Cable, Inc., at Edwards 
Wildman Palmer LLP, 1255 23rd Street, N.W., Eighth Floor, Washington, D.C. 20037; 

William Lake, Esq., Chief Media Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, 445 1ih Street, 
S.W., Washington, D.C. 20554; 

Steve Broeckaert, Esq., Senior Deputy Chief, Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, 445 1i 11 Street, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20554; 

Simon Bayai, Esq., Attorney Advisor, Media Bureau, Policy Division, Federal Communications 
Commission, 445 l i 11 Street, SW, Washington, DC 20554; 

Kathleen Victory, Esq. & Daniel A. Kirkpatrick, Esq. , Fletcher, Heald, & Hildreth, PLC, 1300 
N. 1 i 11 Street-11 111 Floor, Arlington, VA 22209 

on this J 7 day of February, 2013 via first-class mail, postage prepaid. 
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*Via ECFS and Email as applicable 

David Aiken, President of Central Ohio Association 
of Christian dcasters 

:t: Christian Broadcasters 

onathe Aiken, Manager of Central Ohio 
AsP 1ation of Christian Broadcasters 
Central Ohio Association of Christian Broadcasters 
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